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1 EPO 

Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
f1) Fietdofthe Invention 

THIS INVENTION relates to animal grooming aids. 
(2)PrtyAH 

One major probiem with keeping pets, such as dogs 
and cats, is picking up the hair or fur (hereinafter called 
"hair-) which they tend to chad onto furniture, the floors, 
clothing and the like. Even regular grooming with exist- 
ing combs or brushes doss not solve the problem as the 
combs or brushes do not remove the loose under-coat 
hair or fur as the fine f tores "slip" between the comb or 
brush teeth. (The very f jne fur, H not removed, can result 
in fatal furballs in cats). 

US-A-4 343 265 discloses an animal grooming 
brush where the bristles or teeth are made entirely of 
neoprene (a hard rubber). The present invention how- 
ever is based on the use of latex rubber, for reasons 
which will become clear from a reading of this specifica- 
tion. 

DE-A-35 07 698 discloses an animal grooming mitt 
of leader with protuberances of PVC stuck on the palm 
which can be considered a prior art for fte mitt of ciahn 
3, and the device of US-A-4 279 096 constitutes a back- 
ground for the embodiment of claim 4. 

The use of latex rubber In Afferent products is 
known In various applications as follows:- 

<a) be 904752 - (Caiard) discloses protective 
gloves with interchangeable accessories** where 
different accessories, e.g. (i) to wash dishes; (ii) 
scour a bathroom; (iff) to sand or polish furniture or 
a car body where gloves made of latex rubber or 
other material "whose external surface exhibits a 
material for engaging and/or attaching any acces- 
sory". The gloves are designed to enable remova- 
ble accessories to be fitted 10 the gloves, but there 
is no disclosure of the gloves per se being used to 
groom animate. 

(b) W087/04061 - (McLeish et al) discloses no more 
than a method of manufacturing a glove or mitten of 
rubber or plastics material, including "bonding a 
cleaning article or a secondary attachment means 
to at least tfiB front finger wear of said glove or mit- 
ten". Agam, there is no disclosure of the glove or 
mitt an as an animal grooming aid 

(c) OE 3232313 - (Rnke) discloses "a glove or mit- 
ten for oral-hygienic use" where efferent teeth 
and/or gum treatment devices (e.g. bristles, rubber 
naps, dental floss) are releasably socurabteto a fin- 
ger position. Th e operating space extends from the 
fingertip (Hngerbeere) through the Phalanx distal ts 
(nail) and Phalanx media (middle part of the finger). 
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The width of the operating area covers the inner 
side of the finger in this area and extends for 
approximately 6 mm along the interdigjtal sides 
(Bides of the finger)". A device for oral hygiene does 

5 not c&sdose a pet grooming akj. 

(d) BR PI9000599 - (Loiola) is directed to a Tpractl- 
cal and simple procedure for rubberizing of fabrics". 
"The process, performed cold, consists of applying 
a layer of latex diluted in water and dried al room 
10 temperature, to both sides of the fabric. Application 
may be performed by means of a brush, rollers or 
immersion." 

The rubberizing of fabric produced by the method 
is has "utilization" for the manufacturing of inner tubes, 
balls, water beds, inflatable boats, tents and rucksacks. 

There is no disclosure of the use of the rubberized 
fabric as an animal grooming aid. 

SO SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

It (s an object of the present invention to provide at 
least one animal grooming aid where the finer hair or fur 
is easily removed from the animaJe coat 
26 it is a preferred object to provide such an aid where 
the outer, thicker hair or fur wffl still be effectively 
groomed. 

. It Is a further preferred deject to provide such an aid 
which is inexpensive and easy to use. 
30 Other preferred objects of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following description. 

In one aspect the present invention resides tn an 
animal oroomina eomh or hnjeh t****** n** trfctfee or 
teeth have a coating of latex rubber or like soft rubber. 

6 in a second aspect, the present invention resides 
an animal grooming mitt having a palm portion termed 
of. or faced by latex or other soft rubber and having 
short fingers projecting from said palm portion* said rub- 
ber projections having a high coefficient of friction with 

40 animal hair so as to facilitate the removal of an animal's 
hair during grooming by passing the mitt over or through 
an animal's coat 

In a third aspect, the present invention resides in an 
animal grooming aid attachable to, or formed integrally 

4$ with, a cleaning head of a vacuum cleaner, the aid com- 
prising a panel of latex rubber or Eke soft rubber cover- 
ing the cleaning face of the head and having only a 
substantially central suction passage therethrough. 
It is observed that the latex rubber has a high co- 

so efficient of friction with the soft fine undercoat hairs on 
dogs, and the fur on cats, so rt does not "slip- through 
between the teeth as easily as with uncoated plastic or 
wire teeth or bristles, and so the loose hair or fur is 
removed. 

& it is preferred that the teeth or bristles have at least 
a semi-rigid core, coasted by latex rubber, to provide 
sufficient rigidity to the teeth or bristles, to enable the 
hair or fur to be removed from the animal's coat latex 
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rubber having insufficient mechanical strength to be 
used solely for the teeth or bristles. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION Of THE DRAWINGS 

5 

To enable the invention to be fully understood, a 
number of preferred embodiments will now be 
described with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which: 

10 

FIG 1 is a perspective view of a first animal groom- 
ing comb In accordance with the present invention: 
FIG 2 is a similar view of a second comb; 
FIG 3 is a sectional end view taken on line 3-3 on 
FK31; 15 
HG 4 is a perspective view of a dog being groomed 
withtheoombof FlGl: 

FIG 5 is a perspective view of a pet glooming mitt; 
and 

FIG 6 is a perspective view of a pet grooming 20 
attachment for a vacuum cleaner. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 



Referring to FIG 1 , the comb 1 0 has a body 1 1 with 
a pair of foldabJe handles 1 2. 13. 

The teeth 14 of the comb 10 are relatively widely 
spaced to enable the comb to be used to groom longer- 
haired dogs, eg. Golden Retrievers. 30 

As shown in FtG 3, each tooth 14 has a spine 15 of 
at least semi-rigid steel or plastic wire surrounded by a 
layer of latex rubber 16 (or other suitable soft far iirnnd. 
canised) rubber). 

The latex rubber layer 16 does not on close inepeg- as 
lion, have a smooth surface, and H appears to be the 
combination of the rough surface and compress Wlrty of 
the rubber which generates a higher co-efficient or fric- 
tion between the teeth 14 and the fine under-hair 21 of 
the dog 20 (see FIG 4). 40 

The teeth 14 of the comb 1 o pass through the outer 
hair 22 without undue drag but pick up the loose under- 
hair 21 which is the major nuisance whenactogrnoufts 
or sheds Hs coat 

To enable the teeth 14 of the comb 10 to more 4s 
freely pass over the dogs skin, and to prevent undue 
wear of the Jatex rubber layer 16 at the tips of the teeth, 
small spheres of plastic 17 may ba provided on the tips 
of the teeth 14. 

Referring to FIG 2, the comb 30 has teeth 31 , 32 at so 
different spadngs along the comb body 33 and the teeth 
31 . 32 have a construction as described with reference 
to, arvl as illustrated in, FfG 3. This comb 30 may be 
used on fine or shorter haired dogs or on cats. 

As an alternative to combs 10. 30. brushes (not ss 
shown) may have bristles coated with the latex rubber 

As a tuiher alternative, a gfova or mitt 40 (see RG 



5) may be used. (In a simple form, a band, having a 
palm portion with strips or side bands and seared, eg. 
by the Vetera (trade mark), may be used.) The palm por- 
tion 41 is formed of. or faced by, latex or other soft rub- 
ber 42 and may rove short fingers, teeth 43, bristles or 
undulations (eg. ridges and valleys) which, when the 
glove or mm 40 is passed over or through the animal's 
coat will pull free any loose hairs or fur therein. 

To enable animal hair to be removed, eg. from car- 
pets or furniture, an attachment 50 (see FIG 6) is 
moulded of latex rubber and fits onto the cleaning head 
51 of a vacuum cleaner (not shown), the attachment 50 
having an integral dip means to reteasaWy secure it to 
the cleaning head. A central suction passage 52 allows 
Ihe hair to be sucked into the cleaning head 51 once it 
has been loosened from the carpet or furniture. 

h will be readily apparent to the skilled addressee 
that the present invention provides simple, inexpensive, 
and efficient animal grooming aids, where the unwanted 
loose fine hair or fur can be easily removed from an ani- 
mal's coat 

Various changes and modifications may be made to 
the embodiments described without departing from the 
scope of the present invention defined in the appended 
claims, 

Claims 

1. An animal grooming comb (1 0) or brush where the 
bristles or teeth (14) have a coating (16) of latex 
rubber or like soft rubber. 

small spheres of plastic (17) are provided on 
the tips of the bristles or teem to provide low 
friction contact with the animal's sWn whfle pro- 
tecting the coating at the tips against undue 



3. An animal glooming mitt (40) having a palm portion 

(41) formed of, or faced by latex or other soft rubber 

(42) and having short fingers (43) projecting from 
said palm portion, said rubber projections having a 
high coefficient of friction with animal hair so as to 
facilitate the removal of an animal's hair during 
grooming by passing the mitt over or through an 
arwmars coat 

4. An animal grooming aid [50) attachable to, or 
formed Integrally with, a cleaning head (51) of a 
vacuum cleaner, the aid comprising a panel of latex 
rubber or (ike soft rubber covering the cleaning face 
of the head and having onty a substantially central 
suction passage (52) therethrough. 

& An aid according to Claim 4 wherein the aid has 
Integral clip means for refeasabfe engagement with 
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the cleaning head 
Petentansprttche 

1 . Kamm oder BQrete (10) zum Striegein von Tloren. s 
desssn bzw. deren Borsten Oder Zinkan (14) dine 
Beechichtung (16) aus Latexgummj oder vergleich- 
bar wBichem Qummi aotwelsoa 

2. Kamm oder BOrste nach Anspruch 1, wobei Maine 10 
Kunststotfkugetn (17) auf den Sprtzen dor Boreten 
oder Zinken vorgesehen and, urn die Kaut dee Tie- 
res eJner geringen Heibung auszusetzan und 
gleichzerilg die Beschichtung an den Sprtzen gegen 
obsrmaBigen Abrieb zu schotzen. is 

3. Handschuh (40) zum Striegein von Her en rrdt einer 
HandfichuhbinenfUkorte (41). die aus Latex oder 
einem anderen wetahen Qummi (42) gebSdet bzw. 

mit Latex oder einem anderen weichen Qummi (42) sq 
beechichtet hst der Handschuh (40) waist weterNn 
kurze Finger (43) auf, die aus der Harxfcchuhinnen- 
flache heraueragen, wobei die VoreprQnge aus 
Qummi bei Tlerhaareri einen hohen Reibungstoef* 
f iziertten besitzen; auf c* ese Wetee wtrd das Entfer- *s 
nen eines Tiemaares wahrend dee 
Stneoefvorganges erleichtert indem man den 
Handschuh Qber oder durch das Fett dee Tleree 
fOhrt 

so 

4. Striegelhffle (50) for Here, die an einem Reini- 
gungstopf (51) eines Staubsaugers befestig) war 
den karw oderdamit einstOddg ausaettWat irf und 
die ein Feld aus LatexgummJ oder vergJeicfibar wei- 
chem Qummi enthfilt, das cfie Retnigungsflache dee & 
Kqptes bedectt und in dem ein im weeentichen 
zontralar Saugdurchgang (52) ausgebildei ist 



latex ou un autre caoutchouc doux (42) at presen- 
tam dec doigts courts (43) faieartf sajlie & partir de 
la dite parte de paume, les dites sailfies en caout- 
chouc ayant un tort coefficient de friction evec !e 
poil de I'animaJ de facon a fiaciCter renl&vement de 
pails de fanimal pendant le broasaga en passant la 
moufle sur ou a travers le pelage de I'animah 

4. Accessolre (50) pour brosser les animaux, pouvant 
Ore fix6 a una tfite de nettoyage (51) d*un aspira- 
teur ou ©tre cfun seul element avec ceiled, est 
accessoire comprenant un panneau de caoutchouc 
latex ou d'un caoutchouc doux analogue qui recou- 
vre la face de nettoyage de la tfite at qui est seuie- 
ment travsrsA, ssnsiblement en eon centre, par un 
passage daspiration (52). 

5* Acce&soire salon la revendicatton 4. dans lequel 
I'accessoire est soUdaire d'un moyen cTattache dea- 
fens a engager de facon detachable ta tftte de net- 
toyage. 



5. HUfe nach Anspruch 4, die sine integrals Wammer- 
emrlchtung zur loeberen Verbindung mit dem Reini- 40 
gungskopf aufweiet. 



Revindications 



1. Feigns (10) ou brosse pour le hrossage des am- 46 
maux. dom lea poils ou dents (14) comportent un 
rsvetement (16) en caoutchouc latex ou en caout* 
crxiucdouxsijnOaire, 



2. Peigne ou brosse salon (a revendication 1, dans so 
I equal les pointes des polls ou dents sont pourvues 

de potitoc spheres (17) de matiere pfastique pour 
procurer un contact de friction doux avec la peau de 
ranimai tout en protegeant le revetement des pon- 
tes contra una usure indue. & 

3. Moufle (40) pour txosser les anxmaux, ayant une 
partis de paume (41) ferte en, ou recouverte de. 
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FIG. 3. 
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